
 
 

MAKE YOUR OWN HOT AIR BALLOON 
 
Using balloons, newspaper and papier mâche, build a hot air balloon. 
 

 
 
MATERIALS 
• Balloon 
• Newspapers or paper for recycling 
• White glue or papier mâche paste 
• Paint brush (optional) 
 
1. Blow air into a balloon until you reach the desired size. 
2. Tear paper or newspapers into fairly large pieces. You will need 3 
layers of paper to cover the balloon. 
3. Make your adhesive or papier mâche paste by mixing approximately 
2 parts white glue with 1 part water. 
4. Transfer some papier mâche paste into a shallow tray. Dip a piece 
of paper into the paste and let the paper soak in the paste. 
5. Shake off excess paste and lay the piece on the balloon. Smooth 
out the paper with your finger. 
6. Repeat this process, overlapping the paper pieces as you cover the 
entire surface of the balloon. 
You'll find it easier and less messy if you set the balloon on top of a 
bucket or bowl as you work with your papier mâche. 
7. Let your papier mâche dry completely.  
8. Decorate as you wish. 
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